were a pathological condition beyond the reach of the therapeutical knowledge of those by-gone days. A few plain excavators and pluggers, a key, a pair or two of clumsy forceps, a book of gold, and a pound or so of amalgam, with a scant outfit for making metal plates, and possibly a rolling-mill, comprised the stock in trade of the most progressive dentist. Yet I have seen gold plates made by a dentist of that period that for fit and workmanship would equal any, and far surpass nineteen-twentieths of the work of later years.
But that day has long since passed. Dentistry ha^ outgrown and cast off its swaddling-clothes, passed through the period of adolescence, and emerged into the arena of a recognized profession.
Dental education in its modern phases is the subject we have before us for consideration this evening. What should it be, and how should it best be accomplished ? The dental student of to-day is easily resolvable, in origin, to one of two classes. The country youth, to whom a dollar resembles a cart-wheel in size, having discovered that he has just a little hole in one of his teeth, visits the villiage dentist, and is informed that there are a dozen cavities ; and the amount of the bill, and the apparent ease with which the money is secured by the dentist, lead the patient to believe that a dental office is a But time would fail were we to enumerate the defects of the actual and the requirements of the ideal dental education. The subject is only outlined here.
In conclusion, let us utter one more word of caution lest the purport of this paper be misunderstood. It is the attainment of but few to become eminent in more than one department of life. To develop all that there is in a man, and direct it in one line of action, is all that can ordinarily be hoped for. Let those who control* the educational institutions of the profession ever remember that their object should be to make dentists; to send out men competent in diagnosis, thorough and skilful in manipulation, kind and sympathetic in their bearing towards their patients, able to command the respect and confidence of the community. Let this be their object, and not the inculcation of some special fad; and let the student be made to feel that this is the case, and not that he is liable to be despoiled of his time and money and then either plucked and cast adrift because he fails to grasp some technicality, or else turned loose with a meagre equipment for the struggle which in most cases will confront him. He will then, if he has the right stuff in him, feel encouraged to put forth his best efforts, and be far more likely to succeed. Let the standard be never so high, but let it not be the case that the real and the practical is lost sight of in a fruitless effort to grasp the ideal.?International Dental Journal.
